Introduction
The majority of research conducted on the 2011 Egyptian revolution concentrated on the participation of Egyptians living in Egypt, and how the social media has played a significant role in encouraging them to participate. In contrast, the focus of this project is on the Egyptian diaspora in the UK, and the role played by them in the revolution.
for(e)dialogue government, and the idea that his son would take over the presidency caused a certain dread. The beginning of the uprising saw many Egyptians, including Al Aswany (2011), a well-known novelist and one of the co-founders of the political movement, Kifāyah ('Enough'), holding pessimistic views regarding the success of a revolution. However, the wave of rebellion soon reached Egypt, and the citizens were motivated to revolt, immediately after the Tunisian uprising in 2010. Almost one million Egyptians participated in the demonstration in Tahrir Square in Cairo only on the 25 th of January. This encouraged others to join protests and support their fellow Egyptians in the streets. According to Al Aswany (2011) , the Egyptian revolution offered a sense of solidarity among Egyptians by giving them a feeling of being members of one family (p. ix).
The majority of articles written by scholars on the participation of Egyptians concentrate on those living in Egypt. However, there is a dearth of studies focusing on Egyptians living in Diaspora. The aim of this paper is to fill this gap by focusing on Egyptian Diaspora in the UK, including those who were born in Egypt or the UK, and their role in the revolution.
Literature review
Responding to an email sent to the Office for National statistics regarding the number of Egyptians in the 2011 UK census, the number of Egyptians who were born in Egypt but currently residing in the UK is 29,821. However, this number does not include Egyptians from the second and third generations who were born in the UK, but whose families were originally from Egypt. There is an acute need for further studies amongst this community of Egyptians in the UK. Furthermore, it is important to include second and third generations of Egyptians in order to examine the youth's opinion of their identity and whether they classify themselves with regard to ethnic, cultural or religious identities.
A commissioned report amongst the Egyptian community in England, Communities and Local Government (CLG) (2009) recently aims to unravel the way Egyptian community relate to their homeland and their faith (particularly Islam). The CLG study reveals the difficulties, especially the second generation Egyptians face, living in a cross-cultural or trans-national society, and due to different cultures and religions in particular. On the other hand, due to the shared religion, language and cultural traditions, Egyptians who migrate to Gulf countries don't suffer from problems with regard to religion and language (Hadley, 1977) . Therefore, for Egyptians, the transition to an Arab country is not the same as migrating to a European country. Consequently, Egyptians who decide to migrate to Gulf countries are not named 'Diasporic groups' while those who wish to migrate to Europe can be named 'Diasporic groups'. Kalra et al. (2005) differentiate between the term diaspora and immigration as 'diaspora' is a more complex term which includes a group of people who have never
for(e)dialogue migrated, such as members of second-generation immigrant families. In addition, diaspora involves more settlement in host countries or those with dual identities such as Egyptian-British (Kalra et al., 2005) , unlike Egyptians who have settled in the Gulf whose notion of return is common.
There are a few studies conducted on Arab communities in Britain such as these conducted by
Madawi Al-Rasheed and Camila El-Solh (1992) . Another example is the study by Caroline Nagel (1998) who studied Arab communities in Britain, in terms of Arab identity and integration into the host country. Her results showed that some Arabs in Britain neither integrate with the host country, nor stand out as a separate identity or race (Nagel, 2008) . Usually Arab groups analysed in such studies include Yemenis, Moroccans and Iraqis (Karmi, 1997) . Nevertheless, the Egyptian community in the UK had not been under scholarly scrutiny before 1997.
Ghada Karmi (1997) Egypt have had on their political participation, socialisation, belonging and identity. Theoretically, the project rests on the concept of Diaspora as a process that binds several communities around the world, based on two co-ordinates: homeland orientation and boundary maintenance (Cohen, 1997; Brubaker, 2005) . The group of Egyptians in the UK is mainly overlooked and under-represented in research and it is here that this paper hopes to make a significant contribution. This is also topical in the wake of the 2011 uprising which is claimed to have engaged Egyptian Diaspora communities in solidarity with those inside Egypt.
One similar study conducted on Syrian migrants argues that Syrian Diaspora activists acted as 'cultural brokers', linking protesters' voices inside Syria to the outside world, bridging the gap between new and mainstream media, and collaborating with journalists to translate messages and views (Andén-Papadopoulos & Pantti, 2013) . Severo and Zuolo (2012) conducted another study on Egyptians abroad, in Italy in particular and defined the Egyptian community as fluid and shifting. Moreover, they noted the emergence of a trans-national Egyptian community (Severo & Zuolo, 2012, p.78) . It is interesting to investigate whether a sense of belonging, pride and patriotism exists among Egyptians in Diaspora. It is also interesting to study the impact of new and social media on the cultivation of this sense of nationalism (if any) among Egyptians in diaspora, claiming that social media played an important role in the Arab Spring (Howard and Hussein, 2011) .
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A recent study amongst Egyptian diaspora is reported by Işık Kuşcu (2012) which looks at the role played by Egyptian-American diaspora group during and aftermath the 2011 revolution and how this group can influence both homeland and host country's politics. It is claimed by Kuşcu (2012) that the Egyptian-American diaspora group is connected to their homeland by following the events there.
Furthermore, the 2011 Egyptian revolution has been a turning point with regard to more involvement among Egyptians abroad in Egyptian affairs than in Mubarak's era (p.121). Nowadays thanks to new technology, communications and transport, diasporic groups are more connected to their homelands than before (Kuşcu 2012) . This confirms Safran's view (1991) that homeland occupies a central position as an important component of diasporic identity (p.123). As a result, the relationship between diasporic groups and homeland is concrete.
One important contribution to the debate surrounding Egyptians in the UK is the study of Sameh
Fawzy examining the Egyptian community in the UK and their participation in the aftermath of the Egyptian uprising (2012, p. 42) . In his analysis, Fawzy (2012) argues that one of the most important changes that happened after the fall of Mubarak's regime in 2011 is that Egyptians abroad are more willing to participate in rebuilding Egypt (p. 43). Before the uprisings, Egyptians believed that nothing could be changed -after the revolution, many people became hopeful of change, which strengthened the relationship between migrants and their homeland. The majority of Egyptians in Britain are considered to be highly-educated and the focus of Fawzy's study presents is the reasons for the emigration of Egyptians to other countries. Labour, studying and seeking better standards of living are the most common reasons for leaving Egypt (Fawzy, 2012) .
With regard to social media and the uprising, according to Tufekci et al. (2012) , many protesters heard first about the uprising in Egypt in 2011 via Facebook. In addition, Egyptians used Facebook heavily with regard to distributing videos and photos of protests in Tahrir square despite its recent introduction to the Egyptian society.
Diaspora theory
Diaspora has always been a controversial concept in terms of definition. Some scholars define it as the social organisation that connects people living in a host country, with their homeland (Wahlbeck 2002) . Kalra et al. (2005) associate the diaspora concept with relocation, dispersal and forced movement (p. 10). Diaspora can be approached in three ways: (i) its relationship with forced movement (refugee or asylum status) or voluntary geographical relocation of people (Wahlbeck, 2002 (Graziano, 2012) .
Methodology
This research adopts a qualitative approach including semi-structured interviews together with ethnographic examination amongst Egyptians in the UK. These methods have been selected to scrutinise the effects of the Egyptian revolution on Egyptians' daily lives in the UK. Piaget (2008) argues that the qualitative method involves engagement in people's lives and their in-depth feelings and experiences. Therefore, a qualitative approach in this case is considered to be the most appropriate.
Semi-structured interviews were selected in this paper for many factors. First, according to Kvale (2007) interviews can be defined as a conversation with structure and rules. Second, interviews are considered to be 'a conversation site for knowledge' (p.7). In addition, Longhurst (2010) argues that semi-structured interviews help the researchers to elicit details about a chosen topic. Although the interviewer prepares set of questions to be asked, semi-structured interviews can unfold new topics without advanced preparation to tackle in depth. According to Longhurst (2010) focus groups is defined as a group interview of 6-12 persons to tackle a chosen topic. Focus group has not been chosen as this paper seeks to examine personal experience and feelings of Egyptians in the UK.
Consequently, semi-structured, face to face interviews are chosen to gather information with regard to effects of revolution on Egyptian diaspora in the UK.
Research questions focus on:
 To what extent has the revolution affected Egyptians in Diaspora, in terms of identity and sense of belonging, and whether they have increased their political participation in virtual campaigns/activities concerning Egypt?
for(e)dialogue It is worth mentioning that an ethics approval form has been completed in order to conduct a project involving human participation. University of Bedfordshire provides a form for every student to fill in before collecting data.
Discussion and preliminary results
The researcher has established contact with seventeen interviewees living in the UK, and intends to add another five, in order to present a substantial database for analysis. This section shall present the preliminary findings, following the fieldwork conducted in the UK. For confidentiality purposes, the participants shall be referred to as Interviewee 1, 2, and so on, in order to protect their identity.
Preliminary analysis of the interviews has identified three themes, using Dey's (1993) method of identifying categories and sub-categories for analysis. The following section discusses these three themes:
Theme one: Political participation
The first category is political participation among Egyptians in the UK. This category includes the role of Egyptians in UK, the difference between first and second generation participation and more involvement among Egyptians in Egyptians political activities.
Role of Egyptians in UK in the uprising
Egyptians who were born in Egypt view political participation differently from those who were born in the UK. Those born in the UK believe their role in the UK is more powerful than travelling to Egypt to participate. However, Egyptian-born citizens residing in the UK believe their role will be more influential if they participate collectively in Egypt. For instance, interviewee 6, born in Egypt, states: "if there is going to be a second revolution in Egypt, which is coming soon, I prefer to be in Egypt with my friends and family".
On the effect of participating in protests in the UK to support the Egyptian uprising, 
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show solidarity with Egyptians back in Egypt, the Facebook group '25 th Jan Egyptians in the UK' organised an event entitled 'Freedom and dignity to our people back home' on 21 October 2014.
Interviewee 15 shares the same opinion with interviewee 6, in terms of the limited role of Egyptians in the UK by stating "I don't believe in protests here in the UK as they are ineffective and that's why I didn't participate in any protest in the UK regarding 2011 uprisings". On the other hand, interviewee 1 believes her role as an Egyptian in the UK is more powerful than going to Egypt: "I believe participating here in the UK is more powerful in my case, than going back to Egypt".
Interviewee 1 was born in the UK, so the place of birth can play a role in this case. Because other participants such as interviewee 6 above, who has lived all his life in Egypt and has family and friends in Egypt, expresses different views.
First vs. second generations' political participation
It is notable that the first and second generation Egyptians in the UK view the uprisings in different perspectives. For example, interviewee 2 believes the uprisings were not necessary; while interviewee 3 feels that first generation of Egyptians have played a negative role in the uprisings: "Older generations were living in a stable lifestyle and don't want to change, while the younger generation wanted the change, and suffer more than the older generation in terms of finding a job and other economic problems, and that's why older people were against protesting".
Interviewee 10 expressed how she wanted to participate in the uprisings as an Egyptian, but her parents were against it, and were really concerned about her participation. On the other hand, younger generations of Egyptians were pro-uprisings and many of the interviewees participated in the protests, whether in Egypt or the UK.
More involvement among Egyptians in Egyptians' political activities
To conclude, although Egyptians in the UK have faced difficulties in terms of participating and protesting, more engagement is noticed among Egyptians in the UK, especially after the revolution.
Egyptians in the UK believe their voice might make a difference, especially in terms of elections and their participation. Interviewee 13 expresses how he feels that elections after the revolution are important, and all Egyptians should participate, unlike the situation during Mubarak's regime.
Interviewee 13 expresses "the results of the elections were expected, Mubarak was the only candidate and would obviously win, and therefore, voting in the elections would be useless". However, after the for(e)dialogue revolution, elections have become meaningful. Interviewee 14 shares this point of view with interviewee 13: "after the revolution, elections were more effective than in Mubarak's time".
Theme two: Belonging and loyalty
The second theme explored is the sense of belonging and loyalty to Egypt; almost all participants interviewed were loyal to Egypt, despite of their place of birth. For example, interviewee 4 is 'loyal to Egypt' and believes he is Egyptian and British at the same time, although he was born and raised in the UK: "My homeland is Egypt and although I was born in the UK, I look Egyptian and my way of living is Egyptian, and I am a foreigner here, as British people always ask me where I am from, originally?".
When asked if he experienced a sense of identity crisis, interviewee 4 said "It is an identity crisis, but I don't think it's a problem, as I am an Egyptian living in the UK as I feel Egyptian in everything: culture, food and religion, and this is what makes a human being". Interviewee 9 (18 years old) believes that at an early age, an identity crisis is normal and every teenager will go through it, but family plays a significant role in knowing who you are and how to deal with identity crisis or such confusion.
There is also a sense of pride among Egyptians in the UK. For instance, interviewee 4 states: "I was proud before the revolution, then I was extremely proud of being Egyptian during and after the revolution". However, the sense of pride has been declined recently, due to the mistakes the new Egyptian government has made. Interviewee 4 expresses his feelings by stating: "everything went wrong in Egypt after the revolution and this has made me less proud".
Theme three: Media role
The final theme is the role of media according to Egyptians living in the UK. Media, social media in particular, has played a significant part in the uprising.
Social media as a source of information
In terms of source of information, the younger generation consider social media as a source of information with regard to keeping updated on Egypt's news. 
Conclusion
To sum up, studying the effects of 2011 revolution on Egyptian diaspora has demonstrated interesting findings. In this paper, a qualitative approach has been adopted. 
